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By Scott Ashley

ARVADA, Colo.—Mohammad
was a student at Al-Najah Uni-
versity in Nablus, a Palestinian

city a few miles north of Jerusalem in
the West Bank. This was a special time
for him, because today was the day of
his final exam to graduate from the uni-
versity, and to-
morrow was to
be his wedding
day, a day he had
planned for three
years.

He arose early
that morning to
go to the nearby
mosque for prayers
and the reading
of the Koran. Af-
ter that he went
to the university,
where he took his final exam. Then he
went to the mosque again for another of
the five daily prayers required of
Muslims.

Then he returned home, where he
and his family sat up talking late into
the night because, after all, this was the
last night before his wedding.

The next morning Mohammad again
rose early, because this was the big day.
He washed himself, sprinkled himself
with perfume and put on his best clothes
for his wedding.

When he left the house, he kissed his
mother’s hand as he usually did and again
went to the mosque for morning prayers.

After morning prayers he finished
preparations for his wedding, which
included putting on a large, heavy belt
that would insure that his marriage
would go as planned.

Back out in the bright sunlight, he
caught the morning bus along its regular
route, a bus that carried mostly Jewish
passengers back and forth among the
many towns and settlements that ringed
Jerusalem.

After boarding the vehicle, Moham-
mad worked his way onto the middle of
the bus, thinking all the time of his com-
ing wedding.

When the moment was right, a
strange smile came over his face. He
opened his mouth, shouted, “Allah
akbar!” (Arabic for “Allah is great!”)
and pressed a switch on his heavy belt.

Mohammad exploded into a pink
mist, as did the Israeli passengers
around him.

Screws, nails and ball bearings shot
out in all directions from his explosives-
packed belt. The bus burst into flames.
The roof of the vehicle peeled back
from the force of the blast.

When the smoke had cleared, more
than a dozen Israelis lay dead, several
dozen more were injured, and Moham-
mad Al-Bustami had, in Muslim teach-
ing, gone to his wedding.

He was now in paradise, with 72
beautiful, dark-eyed, perpetually young
virgins who would be his brides and
companions for all eternity.

Suicide on the Web
The story you just read can be found

on the Web site of the Palestinian Stu-
dents Association at Al-Najah Univer-
sity, where it serves to recruit other sui-
cide bombers (it appears there in Arabic;
an English-language translation appears
on an Israel Defense Forces Web site).

Palestinians refer to Al-Najah Uni-
versity as “the greenhouse of the mar-
tyrs” because eight of its students have
blown themselves up as suicides.

The institution is considered an
arboretum where the seeds of martyr-
dom are planted and nourished until
they can bear their deadly fruit.

Sick inside
When we hear a story like the tale of

this young man—and such happens all
too frequently in the Middle East—our
reaction is typically to feel sick inside.

But that is not the typical reaction in
the Muslim world. Customarily the
family of a suicide bomber is showered
with praise and gifts, and, in the case of
Saddam Hussein until recently, he re-
warded families of suicide bombers
with $25,000, which is a fortune in that
part of the world.

You may have seen footage of
Palestinians dancing in the streets and
cheering in the aftermath of the attacks
of Sept. 11, 2001. You may have heard
that immediately after that tragedy the
most popular name for newborn boys in
the Muslim world was Osama, after
Osama bin Laden.

More recently you may have heard
that earlier this year the most popular
name for newborn boys in the Muslim
world was Saddam, after Saddam Hus-
sein, who at the time was being por-
trayed on Arabic TV stations as defeat-
ing the American and British forces
before he suddenly disappeared and his
nation collapsed.

Motivating beliefs
What drives this kind of thinking?

What beliefs would make a college stu-
dent plan for three years to blow himself
up while trying to take with him as
many Jews as he could? And what can
we expect to see out of the Arab and
Muslim world in the years ahead?

What is the Muslim worldview, and
how can it help us better understand so
much of what’s going on in the world?

Let me start with the caveat that
Muslims, like followers of traditional
Christianity, don’t all believe and prac-
tice the same things. A range of belief
exists within Islam just as a range of
belief exists within Christianity. We see

extreme conservatives, extreme liberals
and a whole lot of people who simply
don’t know what their religion teaches.

Nevertheless, the information cov-
ered here is to be found in the Koran
and teachings of Muhammad, and plen-
ty of Muslims believe it. I’m trying to
help you understand the major beliefs
that motivate the majority of Muslims.

Allah vs. God
First, keep firmly in mind an impor-

tant truth from which so many other
truths flow: Allah and the God of the
Bible are not one and the same.

What I have just stated is one of the
most politically incorrect statements a
person can make but one that I firmly
believe: God and Allah are not the
same.

But nearly everyone simply assumes
they are. I assumed that for a long time.
However, after looking into the Koran
and seeing what Allah supposedly
revealed to Muhammad and what Allah
wants his followers to do and how he
wants them to think and the values he
wants to instill in them, and reading
material that shows the connections
between Islam and ancient moon-god
worship, it all makes sense.

Allah is simply an ancient pagan
deity, and Islam is simply continued
worship of that pagan god.

The underlying assumption of nearly
everyone is that, since Christianity and
Islam and Judaism believe in a supreme
being, and since there can in reality be
only one Supreme Being, all three faiths
believe in the same supreme being.

Belief in one supreme being or one
God is called monotheism, from mono,
meaning “one,” and theism, meaning
“belief in God.”

But monotheism—belief in one
God—doesn’t in and of itself tell you
anything about the nature and identity
of the one God being worshiped. In
other words, it isn’t enough to say there
is only one God if you worship the
wrong God.

Ancient Egyptians could say that Ra,
Isis or Osiris was the one true God, but
this didn’t mean that the Hebrew God
Yahweh and the Egyptian deities were
one and the same.

The Canaanites could have taught
that Baal or Molech was the one true
God, or the Greeks and Romans could
have argued that Zeus or Jupiter or
Saturn was the one true God. But mere-
ly arguing that there is one God doesn’t
automatically mean that the one God
you choose to worship is the right one
or that they are all one and the same.

In the Bible the one true God has
revealed Himself in such a way that His
character and nature cannot be confused
with the nature and character of the
pagan deities of other peoples.

The cult of the moon god that wor-
shiped Allah was transformed by Mu-
hammad into a monotheistic faith with
its own holy book and eventually more
than a billion followers. But, since
Muhammad started his religion with a
pagan god, it should come as no sur-
prise that he ended up with a pagan god.

What are some of the differences
between Allah—the God of Muham-
mad and the Koran—and the God of the
Bible?

The book The Islamic Invasion, by
Robert Morey, chapter 5, has a helpful
analysis of the differences. Let’s look at
some of them because they do disprove
this dangerous assumption.

Knowable vs. unknowable
“According to the Bible, God is

knowable,” writes Mr. Morey. “Jesus
Christ came into this world that we
might know God (John 17:3).

“But in Islam, Allah is unknowable.
He is so transcendent, so exalted, that
no man can ever personally know Allah.
While according to the Bible, man can

come into a personal relationship with
God, the Allah of the Quran is so dis-
tant, so far off, so abstract, that no one
can know him.”

Personal vs. impersonal
“The God of the Bible is spoken of as

a personal being with intellect, emotion,
and will. This is in contrast to Allah,
who is not to be understood as a person.
This would lower him to the level of
man.”

Limited vs. unlimited
“The biblical God is limited by His

own immutable and unalterable nature.
Thus God cannot do anything and
everything. In Titus 1:2, we are told,
‘God cannot lie.’We are also told this in
Hebrews 6:18. God can never act in a
way that would contradict His divine
nature (2 Timothy 2:13).

“But when you turn to the Quran,
you discover that Allah is not limited by
anything. He is not even limited by his
own nature. Allah can do anything, any-
time, anyplace, anywhere with no limi-
tations.”

Trust vs. caprice
“Because the God of the Bible is lim-

ited by His own righteous nature and
there are certain things He cannot do,
He is completely consistent and trust-
worthy.

“But when we turn to study the
actions of Allah in the Quran, we dis-
cover that he is totally capricious and
untrustworthy. He is not bound by his
nature or his word.”

Love vs. no love
“The love of God is the chief

attribute of the biblical God as revealed
in such places as John 3:16. God has
feelings for His creatures, especially
man.

“But when we turn to the Quran, we
do not find love presented as the chief
attribute of Allah. Instead, the transcen-
dence of Allah is his chief attribute.

“Neither does Allah ‘have feelings’
toward man. That concept is foreign to
Islamic teaching. That would reduce
Allah to being a mere man—which
again is blasphemous to a Muslim.”

Active vs. passive
“Allah does not personally enter into

human history and act as a historical
agent. He always deals with the world
through his word, prophets, and angels.
He does not personally come down to
deal with man.

“How different is the biblical idea of
the incarnation, in which God himself
enters history and acts to bring about
man’s salvation.”

Ignorance of the differences
Mr. Morey concludes: “Many West-

erners assume that Allah is just another
name for God. This is due to their igno-
rance of the differences between the
Allah of the Quran and the God of the
Bible and also due to the propaganda of
Muslim evangelists who use the idea
that Allah is just another name for God
as an opportunity to convert Westerners
to Islam.

“The Bible and the Quran are two
competing documents that differ in their
concept of deity. This fact cannot be
overlooked just because it is not in con-
formity with the present popularity of
religious relativism.”

Blunt summary
A source that I read months ago con-

cisely and bluntly summed up the dif-
ferences between the God of the Bible
and Allah of the Koran. It said that, in
Christianity, God sent His Son to die for
you. In Islam, you send your son to die
for Allah.

The book Inside Islam, by Reza Safa,
features a short section that perfectly

illustrates this concept. Mr. Safa, a for-
mer Muslim, writes on page 41:

“To a Muslim, dying and killing for
the cause of Islam is not only an honor,
but also a way of pleasing Allah. The
only way Muslims can have assurance
of salvation and eternal life is by
becoming a martyr for the cause of
Islam. This is why so many young boys
in Iran volunteered to become a basiji
(‘the mobilized’) [in the Iran-Iraq war in
the 1980s].

“[Ayatollah] Khomeini went on tele-
vision asking for ten thousand volun-
teers to fight in the war. The next day all
the boys on the street who had volun-
teered had a piece of red tape on their
foreheads. Their task would be to die for
the cause.

“A basiji was committed to death,
not just the possibility of death. The
basijis volunteered to clear the mine-
fields with their bodies, and they did it.
Military leaders would send out as
many as five thousand boys at once to
run through the fields and trip the
mines. Sometimes they asked the boys
to clear high voltage border fences by
throwing their bodies against the fences.

“Thousands of young bodies were
shattered and electrocuted in this man-
ner. Many of the boys were only twelve
or thirteen years old. To them, Kho-
meini gave the promise of behesht
(‘paradise’). To symbolize this false
promise, he gave them a key which
they hung around their neck—a key
with which they could open the gate of
heaven.”

A cruel difference
One area in which the differences

between Allah and the God of the Bible
is evident is in the absolute cruelty and
lack of mercy that we see in the Koran.
Here are a few examples:

Sura 9:5 says: “When the sacred
months are over, slay the idolaters
wherever you find them. [Keep in mind
that, in Muslim thinking, an idolater is
anyone who doesn’t worship Allah, so

this would include you and me.]
“Arrest them, besiege them, and lie

in ambush everywhere for them.”
Note here that Muhammad’s follow-

ers are specifically told to fight dirty—
to lie in wait to ambush others, not to
fight them out in the open.

This reminds me of the passage in
the Bible concerning the Amalekites
attacking the Israelites when they came
up out of Egypt.

The Amalekites attacked the rear of
the Israelite column, killing the weak
and the infirm, the young children and
the elderly, rather than targeting the
Israelite fighting men.

I think this could be the earliest re-
corded incident of terrorism, and that’s
exactly what it is.

It’s the same people still doing it, and
it’s the same mentality at work over the
centuries from the time of the Exodus to
the time of Muhammad right down to
our day.

Of course, God’s judgment on the
Amalekites was that their actions were
so despicable that God instructed that
they were to be wiped out entirely.

Sentence of crucifixion
Another sura (chapter from the

Koran) that illustrates Allah’s cruelty is
Sura 5:34-35: “Those that make war
against Allah and His apostle [Muham-
mad] and spread disorder in the land
shall be slain or crucified or have their
hands and feet cut off on alternate sides,
or be banished from the land. They shall
be held up to shame in this world and
sternly punished in the hereafter . . .”

Notice that here Allah commands
torture of prisoners. Crucifixion was a
horrible form of torture and execution.
Cutting off a prisoner’s hand on one
side and his foot on the other side was
barbaric and deliberately crippling and
maimed a person for life.

In Islamic lands ruled by Islamic law,
thieves’ hands are typically cut off as
punishment for their stealing.

Contrast that to God’s punishment
for theft. The thief had to restore the
value of the stolen item several times
over. If the debt were paid, the thief pre-
sumably had learned his lesson, would
repent and could go on with his life.

But under Islamic law a thief would
be permanently crippled, marked and
humiliated, branded as a thief for the
rest of his life, with no room for mercy,
repentance and forgiveness.

During and after the recent war we
heard incredible accounts of torture and
cruelty out of Iraq in the reports of how
Saddam Hussein and his cronies dealt
with people who opposed them.

Those incidents didn’t happen in a
vacuum. The cultures in that part of the
world are cruel. Islam is a religion of
the desert, started among people who
lived in a hard and cruel land and who
worshiped hard and cruel gods.

We shouldn’t be surprised that from
that environment came a religion and a
culture and a god that were also harsh
and cruel.

The hell of the Koran
Another way in which this harshness

and cruelty are spelled out is in the
Muslim view of hell. We recognize that
the popular view of hell isn’t found in
the Bible, and God isn’t the kind of
cruel being who would torment people
for eternity in unquenchable flames.

We know that these kinds of ideas
came into Christianity from sources
outside the Bible.

However, Islam most definitely
teaches the existence of a hell in which
non-Muslims will be tortured forever.

Apparently Muhammad took some
false ideas about hell from false
Christianity and incorporated them into
the Koran as Allah’s revelation.

The Koran describes many tortures
for residents of hell who had refused to
submit to Allah and become a Muslim.
Sura 9:35 describes the punishment of
hoarders of gold and silver who didn’t
spend their treasurers in their lifetimes
on Allah’s cause.

According to the Koran, their gold
and silver objects will be heated up in
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the fires of hell, and the miscreants will
be branded on their faces, sides and
back with those objects.

Sura 8:50 says: “If you could see the
angels when they carry off the souls of
the unbelievers! They shall strike them
on their faces and their backs, saying:
‘Taste the torment of the Conflagration!
This is the punishment for what your
hands committed.’ ”

Road to perdition
So here you have Allah’s

angels beating and maiming
the souls of non-Muslims
as they carry them away
to hellfire.

Sura 44:43 states:
“The fruit of the
Zaqqum tree shall be
the sinner’s food.
Like dregs of oil, like
scalding water, it shall
simmer in his belly. A
voice will cry: ‘Seize
him and drag him into the
depths of Hell.’Then pour out
scalding water over his head, say-
ing, ‘Taste this, illustrious and hon-
ourable man! This is the punishment
which you have doubted!’ ”

Here again we have people tortured
without mercy, force-fed scalding liq-
uids, having boiling water poured over
them. If you don’t think Muslims take
this seriously, you’re mistaken. Mus-
lims have tortured infidels to death just
as this describes, boiling them to death
in cauldrons.

Sura 9:73: “Prophet, make war on
the unbelievers and the hypocrites and
deal rigorously with them. Hell shall be
their home: an evil fate.”

Here Muhammad justifies the bru-
tality of his religion. He says that
Allah himself revealed to him person-
ally that people of other religions are
evil and belong in hell. Therefore,
according to the Prophet, any barbaric
act against unbelievers is justified
because they deserve it and they’re
headed for hell anyway.

People of the Book
Sura 98:6: “The unbelievers among

the People of the Book and the pagans
shall burn forever in the fire of Hell.
They are the vilest of all creatures.”

Understand that “People of the
Book” refers to Christians and Jews. So,
according to Muhammad, Christians
and Jews who don’t accept Islam are no
better than pagans and deserve to burn
forever because “they are the vilest of
all creatures” in the world.

Sura 22:19-21: “Garments of fire
have been prepared for the unbelievers.
Scalding water shall be poured upon
their heads, melting their skins and that
which is in their bellies. They shall be
lashed with rods of iron. Whenever, in
their anguish, they try to escape from
Hell, back they shall be dragged, and
will be told: ‘Taste the torment of the
Conflagration!’ ”

Sura 18:28-29: “For the wrongdoers
We have prepared a fire which will
encompass them like the walls of a
pavilion. When they cry out for help
they shall be showered with water as
hot as molten brass, which will scald
their faces. Evil shall be their drink, dis-
mal their resting-place.”

The Koran contains many more
graphic passages that describe the tor-
ments of hell, but you get the picture.
They graphically show the differences
between the merciful and loving God of
the Bible and the nature of the god
whom Muhammad envisioned and wor-
shiped, Allah.

Muhammad’s Allah is a sadist. Since
sadism is clearly described in the Koran
as part of Allah’s nature and character,
we shouldn’t be surprised to see the
kind of cruelty practiced that we see in
much of the Muslim world.

The paradise of the Koran
Since Muhammad had such a warped

view of hell, we shouldn’t be surprised
that he also had a warped view of heav-
en, or “paradise,” as it’s called in the
Koran.

Muhammad devised an effective
marketing plan for his religion. In war
against the infidels, Muslims have noth-
ing to lose. Islam conquered much of
the known world in the seventh century
because Muslims had a powerful moti-
vation. The Koran spelled out that four
fifths of the booty of a victory went to
the Muslim fighters, with the other fifth
conveniently going to Muhammad or
charity (Sura 8:41).

So war was a self-financing effort.
Muhammad didn’t have to pay soldiers

to fight to spread Islam; they
were happy to do so be-

cause they could share
in the spoils.

If a Muslim
man won in battle
and lived, he
acquired loot and
plunder, children
for slaves, wom-
en to take as

wives or sexual
slaves. If he died, he

went to paradise.
What could Muslim

warriors look forward to in
paradise? I’ll summarize some pertinent
passages from the Koran.

Pearl decking
In paradise the faithful would enjoy

great wealth. Those who went there
would be “decked with pearls and
bracelets of gold, and arrayed in gar-
ments of silk.” They would eat from
gold dishes with gold and silver uten-

sils. They would “recline on green cush-
ions and fine carpets” and “jeweled
couches.”

In short, they would enjoy wealth
unlike anything they were likely to see
in this life.

In the desert of the Middle East, the
inhabitants didn’t have much water. So
the new resident of paradise would ben-
efit from many springs of water, each
one with a different taste. The most
prominent were a spring that would
taste like the camphor tree, one that
would taste like nectar, one that would
taste like ginger and one that would
taste like wine.

Rivers flowed in paradise. One was
a river of water, another of milk, an-
other of honey and another of wine.
Muhammad was promised his own
river, which featured banks made of
pearls.

Paradise was loaded with fruit trees
covered with apples, dates, grapes, basil
and flowers, all with trunks and branch-
es made of gold.

On earth the acacia tree doesn’t bear
fruit, but in the Islamic paradise it bears
fruit with 70 tastes and colors.

Because shade in the desert was hard
to come by, there would be plenty of
shade in paradise, the result of a tree so
large that, according to Muslim tradi-
tion, it would take a horseman 100 years
to ride past it.

Maybe you’re thinking: I thought
Muslims weren’t allowed to drink
alcohol.

That’s true, of course, unless you’re
Saddam Hussein or one of his sons or
some other Muslim ruler. Muslims
aren’t supposed to drink alcohol in this
life, though that doesn’t stop some of
them from being hypocrites in that
regard—claiming to follow Allah when
it suits them and ignoring the Koran
when it interferes with their baser
desires.

So, even though Muslims are forbid-
den to drink wine in this life, in paradise
the wine is different. It’s nonintoxicat-
ing, so you don’t get drunk or act stu-
pidly, and, best of all, you can drink all
you want without becoming sick or get-
ting a hangover.

And, after you drink it, your body
smells like perfume.

In fact, anytime you eat in paradise
you smell like perfume because, ac-
cording to Muhammad, in paradise you
never have to visit the bathroom.

The food you eat or drink in paradise
is transformed into perfume that oozes
out of your skin and makes you smell
good all the time.

Also, whenever you burp or hiccup,
you smell like perfume. In fact, every-
thing and everyone in paradise smells
like perfume.

Being sure
In paradise everyone is healthy, com-

plete, as tall as palm trees and in his
prime at the age of 33.

Still, in paradise some have it better
than others. If you are a good Muslim
man or woman who makes it into par-
adise, there you will be married to the
spouse you had in this life if you both
were good enough. If not, you look
around for someone else.

But, according to the Muslim author
of Inside Islam, you can never be sure
that you’re good enough to make it into
paradise, because Allah can be harsh in
his judgments.

In Muslim teaching there is only one
sure way to make it into paradise, and
it’s also the way you can be guaranteed
the best that paradise has to offer.

That way is illustrated in the story I
described in the beginning of this arti-
cle, the story of Mohammad the suicide
bomber.

You might have wondered why I
kept mentioning that the day of his

death was his wedding day. In Muslim
teaching, you see, that’s exactly what it
is, because the only sure way to enter
paradise is to die as a martyr fighting
for Islam.

As soon as a martyr sheds the first
drop of blood, he is guaranteed a place
in paradise. When he arrives, he has
waiting for him 72 young, dark-eyed,
beautiful virgins—or houris—whose
skin glows like sunlight. These are to be
his brides on his wedding day. Let’s
notice a few passages concerning this.

Soft couches
Sura 37:40-48: “But the

true servants of Allah
shall be well provided for,
feasting on fruit, and hon-
oured in the gardens of
delight. Reclining face to
face upon soft couches,
they shall be served with a
goblet filled at a gushing
fountain, white and deli-
cious to those who drink it.
It will neither dull their
senses nor befuddle them.
They will sit with bashful, dark-eyed
virgins, as chaste as the sheltered eggs
of ostriches.”

Sura 52:17: “They shall recline on
couches ranged in rows. To dark-eyed
houris [virgins] we shall wed them.”

Sura 55:54-77: “Therein are bashful
virgins whom neither man nor jinnee
[desert spirits, from which we get the
word genie] will have touched before
. . . Virgins as fair as corals and rubies
. . . Virgins chaste and fair . . . Dark-
eyed virgins, sheltered in their tents . . .”

In the hadiths, the sayings of
Muhammad, he goes one step further
and expands the promise of virgins to
include a free sex “market” with no
limit on the number of sex partners.

This hadith reads: “Ali reported that
the Apostle of Allah said, ‘There is in
Paradise a market wherein there will
be no buying or selling, but will con-
sist of men and women. When a man
desires a beauty, he will have inter-
course with them’ ” (Al Hadis, Vol. 4,
p. 172, No. 34).

Notice that in that market are both
men and women.

In other words, in the Muslim view

of paradise you can take your pick.
A number of suras also describe that

in paradise the men will not only have
their 72 dark-eyed virgins, but all
around them will gather fresh-faced
young boys as pretty as pearls who are
there to serve them if they are so
inclined.

I won’t go into more detail than that.
I will just say that the particular practice
implied here is widespread in the Arab
world and apparently was also back in
Muhammad’s day.

It is not politically correct to say so,
but the paradise of the Muslims is noth-
ing more than the rantings and ravings
of the sick and diseased mind of a self-
proclaimed prophet, not a spiritual
mind.

Islam and jihad
Another concept that we need to

understand is jihad, an Arabic word that
means “struggle.” Jihad is a sacred duty
for Muslims.

You’ve probably heard some of the
debate about what jihad means. Some
say that jihad refers simply to the per-
sonal struggle a Muslim makes to
become a good person. Some say jihad
means holy war.

In fact, both are right because jihad is
the struggle for the cause of spreading
Islam.

Islam means submission or surren-
der. So one who struggles with himself
to submit to Allah is carrying out the
duty of jihad, and the one who strug-
gles to spread Islam is also carrying out

the duty of jihad.
Muslims who believe in jihad as holy

war have no problem finding verses in
the Koran and the hadiths that justify
violence. To many of them, in fact, the
teachings of Islam require violence to
spread Islam. Note a few passages from
the Koran.

Sura 8:60: “Let not the unbelievers
think that they will ever get away. They
have not the power so to do. Muster
against them all the men and cavalry at
your command, so that you may strike
terror into the enemy of Allah and your

enemy, and
oth-

ers besides them who
are unknown to you but

known to Allah.”
Sura 9:14: “Make war on them: Allah

will chastise them at your hands and
humble them. He will grant you victory
over them and heal the spirit of the
faithful.”

Sura 8:12: “Allah revealed his will to
the angels, saying: ‘I shall be with you.
Give courage to the believers. I shall
cast terror into the hearts of the infidels.
Strike off their heads, strike off the very
tips of their fingers!’ ”

Spheres to influence
In Islamic theology the world is

divided into two spheres: dar al-Islam,
meaning “the land of Islam,” and dar
al-harb, meaning “the land of the unbe-
liever [or heretic].”

A fundamental aspect of Islamic
teaching is that all non-Muslim lands
must eventually be absorbed or con-
quered by Islam, preferably by peaceful
conversion but by force if necessary.

This theology and approach perfectly
explain what we see in the world.
Muslim countries are generally at peace
among themselves, though there are

civil wars in some Muslim countries
where more hard-line factions battle for
control.

The Arab world is united against
Israel because it is an abomination in a
land that was once dar al-Islam, part of
the reign of Islam, to revert to dar al-
harb, to come under domination of
Jewish or Christian heretics.

This is also why Osama bin Laden
and others have been so motivated to
drive all Americans out of the Middle
East in its entirety.

This also explains why in recent
decades incessant wars have been
fought on the fringes of the Islamic
world. In those areas Muslims have
gained enough power to see victory
within their grasp, so they wage terror-
ist and civil wars to gain control of spe-
cific areas or entire countries.

This Islamic quest for control lies
directly behind the civil wars and
unrest in Algeria, Ethiopia, Ivory
Coast, Kosovo, Kenya, Nigeria, Russia
(Chenya), Tajikistan, Uzbekistan,
China, the Philippines, Israel and India
(Kashmir).

The unambiguous teaching of Islam
is that it is the supreme and only true
religion and that it will win out over all
other religions, and eventually the entire
world will come under its rule.

Sura 61:9 states: “It is He [Allah]
who has sent for His apostle [Muham-
mad] with guidance and the true faith,
so that he may exalt it above all reli-
gions, much as the idolaters [those who
worship other gods, including Chris-
tians] may dislike it.”

Prophecies of Islam
So what does all this mean for the

future? Where might this be headed?
At the conclusion of the earlier essay

(in April), we took a look at Daniel 11.
Let’s go there again. This is a crucial
prophecy because its fulfillment triggers
a series of events that will lead directly
to a worldwide bloodbath and the return
of Jesus Christ as King of Kings and
Lord of Lords.

“At the time of the end the king of
the South [south from the perspective of
the Holy Land] shall attack him; and the
king of the North shall come against
him like a whirlwind, with chariots,
horsemen, and with many ships; and he
shall enter the countries, overwhelm
them, and pass through” (verse 40).

Egypt has generally been the center
of the land of the king of the South,
going back to the time of the giving of
this prophecy. Egypt is directly in the
middle of the Muslim Arab lands on the
one side and Muslim North Africa on
the other. It’s directly in the heart of the
Islamic world.

So this end-time king of the South
“attacks” the king of the North.

This word attacks is also translated
“push at” in the KJV. The Hebrew word
is used to described the way a goat butts
at objects with his head, so either “push-
es at” or “attacks” or “rams” would be
valid translations.

Whatever this “attack” or “pushing
at” is, it triggers a massive retaliation
from the forces of the king of the North.
The king of the North we have long
understood to be the leader of a federa-
tion of nations formed from a resurrec-
tion of the Roman Empire.

Is the current European Union that
resurrection of the Roman Empire? I
don’t think so. For one thing, it appears
to have far too many nations already in
it or planning to join it shortly.

Will this prophesied resurrection
come out of the European Union? I def-
initely think so. The EU is already eco-
nomically unified, working on a Euro-
pean constitution to further politically
unify them.

The Europeans are also working on a
common European military force. Do
you think they learned something from
seeing what the U.S. military did in
Afghanistan and Iraq?

You bet they did. The description
here couldn’t better describe the U.S.
military invasion of Iraq: He “shall
come against him like a whirlwind, with
chariots, horsemen, and with many
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Some say jihad refers to the struggle a Muslim makes to become
a good person. Some say it means holy war. Both are right

because jihad is the struggle for the cause of spreading Islam.

Jihad, the struggle to spread Islam, is a sacred duty for Muslims
Continued from page 8

See HOW DOES THE KING, page 39



gone the year before, and after talking
to him I was interested in the chance to
travel. I wanted to see Jerusalem and the
surrounding area.”

The students from Big Sandy traveled
to New York City, from where they flew
to London and then met up with students
from Pasadena at the Ambassador cam-
pus at Bricket Wood. After a weekend
stay in England the would-be archaeolo-
gists were off to the Middle East.

“It was my first experience with ar-
chaeology,” Mr. Treybig said. “They
had it all laid out in grids. They told us
where to dig. We had to sift everything.”

Mr. Treybig soon found an “inscrip-
tion,” he said. “It looked like part of a
parapet. It said something about blow-
ing a trumpet. We only found a small
piece, but I understand that later other
pieces were found and it is now in a
museum in Paris.”

Digging in another hole, Mr. Treybig
and fellow AC students found a tunnel
they quickly determined followed a
route under the Temple Mount.

“They shut that down quick,” he said.

Like a chain gang
THE JOURNAL asked Mr. Treybig

about the student housing and the post-
war atmosphere while he was at the dig.

“We stayed at the King David Hotel,
which was in what had been the Arab sec-
tor,” he said. “There was a bit of tension
still. The people we were around were all
friendly. We didn’t have any problems.

“We did see signs of the war like
burned-out tanks. It was very different
than what we were used to, being in an
area where soldiers walked around with
machine guns.”

Mr. Treybig talked about the digging
routine. “We dug five days a week. It
was a grueling job. It would get hot,
between 105 and 110 degrees, and it
was dry. We got up early to get out
before the heat of the day.

“There was free time after work, but
they got a lot of work out of us. I
learned what it would be like on a chain
gang. We smashed a lot of rocks with
sledge hammers.”

Mr. Treybig remembers the summer
of ’72 as the “most educational” sum-
mer of his life.

“I got to travel overseas and be

immersed in that culture. On the trip
home we also got to tour Greece includ-
ing Corinth and a little bit of Asia.”

After returning to Bricket Wood, the
group made one last side trip before
coming home.

“We went on a whirlwind tour of
Europe after the dig. After spending the
weekend at Bricket Wood, we traveled
through seven countries in five days.
During our tour of London we got to see
the crown jewels of England. That was
a most spectacular thing.”

Painful cut
Dave Havir, who entered Ambassa-

dor at Big Sandy as a 17-year-old from
Allentown, Pa., and now lives in Big
Sandy with his wife, Pam, also dug in
Jerusalem in 1972.

Mr. Havir, a staff member of and
columnist for THE JOURNAL, is pastor of
the Church of God Big Sandy.

He explained to this writer his first

impression of Israel.
“We landed at the airport in Tel Aviv

and saw the spot where a number of
people were gunned down just a few
days before we arrived,” he remembers.

Mr. Havir reminisced about a typical
day on the dig.

“We would dig in the mornings, and
in the afternoon Dr. Martin would teach
a class at the hotel.”

Mr. Havir talked about field trips.
“We got to see Galilee and other his-

torical sites. I remember Dr. Martin
opening his Bible to 1 Samuel and
teaching us about a certain battle. We
were standing there looking out at
where the armies would have been.

“We went to the Dead Sea and swam
in the salt water. We had cuts on our legs
from smashing rocks with sledge ham-
mers. The salt made those cuts sting.”

Mr. Havir, who enjoyed the dig with
two of his fellow classmates and
friends, Mr. Treybig and Clyde Ki-
lough, now of Sacramento, Calif., says

there were things about Jerusalem he
enjoyed even more that the dig.

“The relationships were more im-
portant to me than the archaeology,” he
said. “I have wonderful memories of ex-
periences with Karon Martz, Glenda
Osborne [now sister-in-law of Mr. Bjora-
ker], Judy Jackman, Gary Lock, Chuck
Gehringer, Patty Fields and others.

“We made friends with some of the
Arab employees at the hotel. One was
named Charlie. He spoke pretty good
English but with a heavy accent.

“Clyde Kilough and I would stay up
late to talk to him.”

Mr. Kilough and Mr. Havir visited
Charlie at his residence in Jerusalem
more than once.

“He was 38 and had nine children,”
said Mr. Havir. “The children got a big
kick out of our tape recorder.”

‘Tonight I will kill him’
Mr. Havir described a practical joke he,

Mr. Kilough and fellow Big Sandy student
Dave Robinson played on Charlie.

“We staged this scene where Dave
came into the hotel yelling at me and
acting like he was upset and ready to hit
me,” Mr. Havir said. “Clyde stepped
between us and held Dave back. After
Dave left, Charlie came to me and qui-
etly said to me, ‘Tonight when he is
sleeping I will kill him.’

“I said, ‘No, no, it was a joke.’
“Charlie may have been kidding, but

it sure didn’t seem like it.”
Mr. Havir would somehow secure

dinner invitations to various Jerusalem-
ites’ residences.

“We never discussed unclean meats
with our hosts,” he said, “but it was
never a problem. We were served chick-
en or fish.”

Another memory of Mr. Havir’s
involved Big Sandy coed Judy Jackman.

“Judy was a blonde. One man of-
fered Thad Russell 75 camels for her.
We would tell her that we were still

thinking about it.”
Mr. Havir says two basic types of

work were carried out at the dig.

Grunt workers
“Some of the students were digging

for pottery and other fine items, and
they had to be very careful,” he said.

“Others did the grunt work. We tried
to see how much dirt we could move.
We spent a lot of time busting rocks. We
liked that better than the pottery stuff.

“Ken, Clyde and I worked in a cou-
ple of tunnels, and we got under the
Temple Mount. As soon as the dig su-
pervisors found out where we were,
they pulled us out of there.”

When THE JOURNAL asked Mr. Havir
about the benefits of the dig, he
responded:

“On the college level it was an oppor-
tunity for Ambassador to let its light
shine,” he said. “The Ambassador stu-
dents had a good reputation as hard work-

ers. Other groups who participated on the
dig did not have as good a reputation.

“On a personal level it expanded my
horizons. It was the trip of a lifetime,
and it helped me focus on what I want-
ed to do in life.”

When asked what the greatest lesson
he learned on his summer overseas, the
Big Sandy pastor said: “God is the God
of all people, and we all need His
Kingdom.”

Not for men only
Kimberly Mabry (then Kimberly

McCullough) decided to go to the dig in
1975 as a 21-year-old. Miss McCul-
lough had entered Ambassador at Big
Sandy in 1972.

“I think 24 of us went that year,” she
told THE JOURNAL. “I believe there were
12 boys and 12 girls. We stayed in the
Arab section of Jerusalem in the home
of a well-to-do family.”

An Arab family lived on the first
floor of their temporary residence, re-

members Mrs. Mabry.
“The boys lived on the second floor,

and we girls had the third floor where we
slept in bunk beds. We did our own cook-
ing. We had crews for breakfast and din-
ner duty. For lunch we were on our own.”

Mrs. Mabry remembers the routine:
“We would start digging at 7 in the
morning and work until 1 in the after-
noon. We dug at assigned holes and lift-
ed 20-pound buckets of dirt over our
heads all day.”

When this writer asked Mrs. Mabry
if she found anything of interest, she
responded: “We literally moved wheel-
barrows full of dirt. One day we did find
a Byzantine lamp. Except for that, there
was nothing exciting.”

Some excitement was generated away
from the dig, Mrs. Mabry remembers.

“There was a bombing that year,” she
said. “A relative of the family we were
staying with was injured by the bomb.

“The house we were in had a flat
roof, and we were able to watch as the
family sacrificed a goat. That was after
they knew the injured person was going
to survive. They offered the goat, roast-
ed it and had a big dinner. We watched
the whole thing.”

Shutting down
Archaeological digs are a continuing

fact of life in Israel, but Ambassador Col-
lege and the Worldwide Church of God
discontinued their involvement in 1976.

Mr. Dick and his wife returned to the
site in 1982 and visited with Professor
Mazar’s assistant, Meir Ben-Dov.

“Meir and his secretary were still
there working on the dig records,” he
said. “After a very warm greeting, Meir
pointed to the dig and made this state-
ment: ‘What you see there was only pos-
sible because of the financial support of
Mr. Herbert Armstrong and the labor of
the students of Ambassador College.’ ”

Meir Ben-Dov, who was the active
supervisor of the dig site, is the author of
the book In the Shadow of the Temple:
The Discovery of Ancient Jerusalem,
Keter Publishing House, Jerusalem.

“There was no plan for Ambassador
to become involved with archaeology,”
said Mr. Dick, “but for a few years
some church and college employees
and hundreds of students enjoyed the
summer of a lifetime.”
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AC diggers of ’60s and ’70s lived a summer of a lifetime

Mr. Treybig remembers the summer of ’72 as the
‘most educational’ summer of his life. ‘I got to travel

overseas and be immersed in that culture.’

ships; and he shall enter the countries,
overwhelm them, and pass through.”

That will be the model for Western
countries’ warfare tactics in the Middle
East for the foreseeable future. The
Europeans no doubt also learned that, if
they want to be taken seriously in the
world, they’ll have to have some mili-
tary power to back up their bravado.

It will take some time for them to
build up their military, no question
about it. This won’t happen next week
or next month or next year, but it will
happen. Watch for Europe to start a mil-
itary buildup, and when that happens
watch out.

Entering the land
“He shall also enter the Glorious

Land [the Holy Land, today’s Israel],
and many countries shall be over-
thrown; but these shall escape from his
hand: Edom, Moab, and the prominent
people of Ammon [these are the people
of modern-day Jordan, so this ruler
invades Israel but stops, apparently at
the Jordan River]” (Daniel 11:41).

Verses 42-43: “He shall stretch out
his hand against the countries, and the
land of Egypt shall not escape. He shall
have power over the treasures of gold
and silver, and over all the precious
things of Egypt; also the Libyans and
Ethiopians shall follow at his heels.”

So Egypt and Libya to the west of
Egypt and Ethiopia to the south of
Egypt are also dominated by this end-
time power. This would also include
Sudan, which is between Egypt and
Ethiopia and anciently was part of those
two powers.

Why does the king of the North
invade these specific areas? Because

presumably that’s where the attack
came from.

As the United States invaded Af-
ghanistan because that was the center of
power for al-Qaida, this power seems to
invade these areas because that’s where
the threat seems greatest.

Of course, to do anything militarily
in this area you must have access to the
Suez Canal, in Egypt.

Verses 44-45: “But news from the
east and the north shall trouble him;
therefore he shall go out with great fury
to destroy and annihilate many.

“And he shall plant the tents of his
palace between the seas and the glori-
ous holy mountain; yet he shall come to
his end, and no one will help him.”

So it appears that this stirs up a hor-

net’s nest among other nations to the
east and north of this region, and this
leads to other events described in the
book of Revelation including, ultimate-
ly, Jesus’ return to prevent the annihila-
tion of humanity.

Do other prophecies tie in with these
events or with Islamic regions in gen-
eral in the end time?

Some fascinating prophecies men-
tion Islamic regions and nations in an
end-time context. Though there doesn’t
seem to be a direct connection, we read
some intriguing hints. One of these is
in Psalm 83, a prophetic hymn written
by Asaph. It describes an end-time
alliance of Muslim nations surround-

ing Israel and determined to cut it off.
Psalm 83:1-8:

“Do not keep silent, O God! Do not
hold Your peace, and do not be still, O
God! For behold, Your enemies make a
tumult; and those who hate You have
lifted up their head. They have taken
crafty counsel against Your people, and
consulted together against Your shel-
tered ones.

“They have said, ‘Come, and let us
cut them off from being a nation, that
the name of Israel may be remembered
no more.’ For they have consulted to-
gether with one consent; they form a
confederacy against You:

“The tents of Edom [including
Palestinians and some of the Turks] and
the Ishmaelites [Arabs in general];

Moab [central Jordan] and the Hagrites
[apparently the descendants of Hagar,
mother of Ishmael]; Gebal [equated
with the Phoenician city of Byblos,
modern Jubayl in Lebanon], Ammon
[the environs of Amman, Jordan], and
Amalek [a branch of Edomite Pales-
tinians]; Philistia [the Gaza Strip] with
the inhabitants of Tyre [southern Leba-
non along the coast]; Assyria [ethnical-
ly we believe this to be Germany; geo-
graphically it was northern Iraq] also
has joined with them; they have helped
the children of Lot [Moab and Ammon,
modern-day Jordan].”

In the rest of this psalm, Asaph in
effect says to God, “Wipe them all out

so they’ll learn their lesson and finally
realize that You alone are the one true
God.”

I find that interesting because all of
these areas are absolutely convinced
that Allah is the one true God, and it will
take something drastic to shake them
out of that belief.

Long prophecy
Another long, long prophecy is to be

found in Isaiah 13-24. This section con-
tains a list of prophetic “burdens”
against various peoples, nations and
kingdoms.

These 12 chapters seem to weave in
and out between events of Isaiah’s day
and those of the end time and are imme-
diately followed by several chapters

that appear to describe the immediate
aftermath of Christ’s return. Notice who
these “burdens” are set against:
� Babylon (chapter 13 and 14:22-

23): This includes a time setting of the
Day of the LORD (verses 6, 9) marked
by heavenly signs (verses 10, 13).

We understand this “Babylon” to be
an end-time system rather than the liter-
al city of Babylon, because the literal
city does not exist at this time.
�Assyria (14:24-27).
� Philistia (14:28-32): Philistia to-

day is the area primarily occupied by
the Gaza Strip.
�Moab (chapters 15-16): Again,

this is talking about a region of mod-
ern-day Jordan.
� Damascus and Syria (17:1-3):

These names haven’t changed over all
these years.
� Israel (17:4-11).
� “The multitude of many people”

(17:12-14): God destroys them.
� Ethiopia and beyond (chapter 18).
� Egypt (chapter 19): This also in-

cludes clear end-time markers: that the
Messiah will deliver Egyptians and they
will repent, and Egypt, Assyria and
Israel will be allies.
� Egypt and Ethiopia again (chap-

ter 20).
� Babylon again (21:1-10).
� Edom (21:11-12): Again, this ap-

pears to refer to many of today’s Pales-
tinians and Turkey.
�Arabia (21:13-17): This would be

the area of what is today called Saudi
Arabia.
� Jerusalem (22:1-14).
� Tyre and Sidon (chapter 23):

These were both city-states in what is
today southern Lebanon.
� Judgment against the entire earth

(chapter 24): This appears to apply to
the end time.

Waiting to explode
That all are mentioned in the same

overall context one after another
appears to indicate that all are involved
at some level in end-time events.

These prophecies are nowhere as
specific as the predictions of Daniel 11,
but it is intriguing to see how this region
of the world dominates the headlines
and how the whole Middle East is like a
powder keg waiting to explode.

As we can see from these prophecies,
eventually it will explode.

How does the king of the North decide who to invade?

Some fascinating prophecies mention Islamic regions and
nations in an end-time context. Though there doesn’t seem

to be a direct connection, we read some intriguing hints.
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